


EGWA was created in 1998 in 

Namur (Wallonia, Belgium). 

Aim: inventory and encourage the 

creation and promotion of 

Greenways in Europe 

 

> 50 members from 16 countries 

 

Secretariat and executive seat in 

Madrid (Spain)   

EGWA MEMBERS   
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Greenways are communication 

routes reserved exclusively 

for non-motorised journeys, 

developed in an integrated 

manner which enhances both the 

environment and quality of life of 

the surrounding area. These 

routes should meet satisfactory 

standards of width, gradient, and 

surface condition to ensure that 

they are both user-friendly and 

low -risk for users of all abilities. In 

this respect, canal towpaths and 

disused railway lines are a 

highly suitable resource for the 

development of greenways.” Lille 

Declaration, 12 September 2000 
 

Greenways 



=> About 30,000Km 

Some 20,000 disused railways (15-20% of the total)  

Greenways 

 

 Not motorized,  

 safe,  

 accesible,  

 user friendly 



Whatever your age, physical condition, whether 
you are with family, friends or individually, the 

greenways offer great facilities for cycling 
and hiking safely 



What EGWA does? 

 Awards  

 Conferences 

 Observatory 

 Greenways Day / 

European Mobility 

Week 

 Best Practices Guides,  

 European projects 

 information exchange, 

networking, 

cooperation, advise, 

lobbying, (...) 



2003. I EGA was handed by 
Environmental Commissioner 
Margot Wallström. (Brussels). 

9th EGWA 2019. Dikli (Latvia). 
In cooperation with  

Vidzemes Tourism Association.  

9th  EUROPEAN GREENWAYS AWARD 



Great Western Greenway  (Ireland) 

Exemplary Initiatives /  1st Prize  

For the transformation of an old railway line in 
excellent greenways, successfully achieved thanks to 
a partnership approach that is being an inspiring 
model for other current developments on Ireland. It 
allows both local residents and tourists to discover 
the most beautiful landscapes of the west of the 
country. www.greenway.ie 
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Collaboration with European institutions 

EU Funded projects 

Awards  



Expected impact :  

 Improving the coordination between the different 

key actors involved 

 Developing governance systems to manage 

Greenways 

 Identifying models and good practices for the 

protection and maintenance of Greenways 

 Identifying financial instruments and funding 

 Promotion and developing of a sustainable 

tourism product  

Our Way (INTERREG Europe) 

 by means of the improvement of policy instruments 

related to the cultural and natural quality of the 

territories involved  



Consolidation of the greenways 

concept and 

its expansion throughout Europe 

Greenways are a European initiative 



https://www.interregeurope.eu/policylearning/event/3522/webinar-on-cycling-tourism/ 

Cycle tourism: a clear growing trend  
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Cycle Tourism – FRANCE   

Source: Impact économique et 
potentiel de développement des 
usages du vélo en France 

 More than 20% of tourists by bike come 

from abroad 

 21 million French people cycle during their 
holidays 

 68 €/per day is what a tourist by bicycle 
spends every day compared to 55 € for other 

tourists 

 90 million overnights per year 

 The economic impact on the “Loire à Vélo” 
long distance route and on Brittany has 

doubled in five years  

A very important economic impact, local employment, high 
growth, sustainable tourism, an activity with good future  
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Greenways 

 very appealing 

destination for active 

tourism , 

 a vital role in local 

economic development 

of the territories, 

 highly successful 

examples witch a major 

economic impact, 

=> Greenways are an essential source of revenue for 

local and regional economies; they are growing and 

expanding over the whole of Europe, and they have 

a strong growth potential.   



Greenways 
HERITAGE  

2018-2019 

Greenways 
+  

UNESCO  



Joint promotion  



TOURISM SERVICES - INTERMODALITY 



ACCOMODATION AND 

OTHER SERVICES  



Implement the physical connection between 

the greenways natural & cultural assets 



Cultural & natural 

assets  

+  

greenways 

Generate new 

tourism products 

which combine 

these two valuable 

resources 



Cultural & natural 

assets  

+  

greenways 

Generate new 

tourism products 

which combine 

these two valuable 

resources 



Improve the information for tourists 

 



 

Encourage a structured tourism product 

and involve local SMEs in the tourism offer 



6. Promote and improve effective public-private, 

public-public, and private-private cooperation 



6. Promote and improve effective public-private, 

public-public, and private-private cooperation 



8. Work to attract more visitors to the cultural sites 

among greenway fans, and to attract new greenway 

users from among UNESCO site tourists,  

 



Promote innovative actions 

 



Encourage monitoring of visitors 



 

PROMOTION 



Greenways and Natura 2000 /  

protected areas / species  



“Vías Verdes españolas y Red Natura 2000” 

mobile application 
Special Award 



Greener Greenways (Sustrans) , United Kingdom 

Exemplary Initiatives / Initiatives Exemplaires 

2nd Prize / 2e Prix 
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Exemplary Initiatives  

2nd Prize 

Greenways of Jaen Green Corridor 

(Spain) 



Exemplary Initiatives  

2nd Prize 

Greenways of Jaen Green Corridor 

(Spain) 



Oportunities for Greenways  

 

Tourism: 

post COVID funding 

opportunities 



Megatrends :  

Greener and more digital tourism 

www.greenwaysheritage.org 

GW Heritage Tourist GIS   15 combined greenway + UNESCO 

site itineraries in 10 countries! Maps and Story tours   

http://www.greenwaysheritage.org/
https://www.greenwaysheritage.org/webapp/index.html
https://www.greenwaysheritage.org/tours.php
https://www.greenwaysheritage.org/tours.php


  

Tourism is not explicitly considered in either the Recovery National 

Plans or the Multiannual Financial Framework 2021-2027,  

 

But 

 

Tourism can be part of the National Recovery and Resilience Plans for 

2021-2023 (COVID19), as well as the Regional Operational 

Programmes for the next period 2021-2027.  

 

The Members States and Regions must include it as a priority on their 

strategies. 

 

If is not included it will be not eligible; therefore it is necessary to 

previously check with regional authorities the priorities of the Recovery 

plan. 

 

 See: https://www.aevv-

egwa.org/event/eu-tourism-

recovery-priorities-and-funding/ 
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Coordination. Enhancing natural and cultural 

assets jointly with walking and cycling routes.  

Joint promotion and plans 

Make access easy. Adapt services to user 

demand (e.g. welcome cyclists) 

 Invest in greener and digital tourism.  

Needed: Strategy (analysis, needs, 

solutions, funding, actors, governance, 

monitoring). 

Preserving and enhancing  

cultural and natural heritage 

through greenways 



  A great opportunity for the: 

 Subpanel of greenways and regional bicycle routes of 

the panel of intelligent specialization "Quality of Life“ 

 

 Development of the concept of greenways routes & 

regional bicycle routes in Podkarpackie  

 Development of technical documentation to expand the 

network of tourist bicycle routes in the Bieszczady 

Mountains and their inclusion in the Green Velo 

bicycle route  

=> Do everything you can to make it a reality! 

Preserving and enhancing  

cultural and natural heritage 

through greenways 



Thanks for your atention! 

www.aevv-egwa.org  

Enjoy Greenways no border no barriers!  

Join EGWA! 

Dzięki za uwagę! 

Dołącz do EGWA! 
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